- culture of the Middle Ages.

by Brendan Smith
Staff Writer

50 members,

to Sonja Dolgorukij,

emember those medieval da«
when knights and nobles m:nm
swordfighting, feasting and ye: %
merrymaking? A little before you, "
time, perhaps? Well, not to fear, this
tradition has been rekindled and lives

~on at Chapel Hill and in other chap-

ters of the Society for Creative
Anachronism (SCA), an international

“non-profit organization whose goal is

to educate people about the life and
. Along
with other medieval activities, the
Society for Creative Anachronism
sponsors tourneys where armored-
warriors meet on the field of battle
and “lay on.”

The chapter of the wn> in' Chapel
Hill is known as Kapellenberg,
German for “Town of the Chapel.”
The chapter is made up of more than
about 10 to 15 of
whom are UNC students, according
the seneschal for
Kapellenberg. In medieval times, a
seneschal was a steward who man-
aged his lord's estate, Although
Dolgorukij is not responsible for any
castle, she said that she is responsible
for leading SCA meetings and is “the’
link between real life and SCA life.”
Kapellenberg is part of the kingdom
known as Atlantia which includes
North Carolina, South Carolina,

Letter Policy
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. mets with face guards.

Virginia, Washington, D.C, and part
of Maryland. Atlantia is ruled by one
king who is chosen by “right of
arms.” Any warrior wishing to be king
must defeat all challengers on the

='=ttle in order to be crowned
a . ...io(me-life sentences

.+iviore frequent than these spe-

_:w
“Ual tournaments are tourneys where

warriors and knights fight each other

 for prizes, practice and fun.

A tourney is a double elimination
tournament composed of matches
between armored warriors fighting
with sword and shield, two swords or
pole arm. All armor must pass SCA
regulations which include the require-
ment that all participants wear hel-
: It would be
unchivalrous to poke somebody’s eye
out. “Obviously you can’t buy your
armor from K-Mart,” stated
Dolgorukij. Some suits of armor are
homemade from pieces of thick

leather, while more traditional metal

suits are forged by armorers in the
SCA. Most weapons are made of rat-
tan, a type of non-splintering wood

- which is wrapped with duct tape for

safety. Sean Gulick, a warrior known
as "Gideon” in SCA circles, said that
“the absolute worst injury” he had
heard of in a match was a qurm:
bone,

‘Warriors begin a match _3\ saluting
the crown of Atlantia, No one seems
to know exactly where the crown is,
but most warriors just bow and wave
their swords in the audience’s direc-

tion. A referee called the marshal then

tells the warriors to “lay on.” Now all

| hell breaks loose as the two warriors

attempt to shish kebab each other,
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