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The Baronial Meeting was not held in August, due to Pennsic.  The 
next meeting will be held on September 16th at 5pm at Carolina 
Pines, preceded by fighter practice and A&S opportunities. 
 
 
 
 

Pennsic 

http://www.windmastershill.org
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More Pennsic 
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Still More Pennsic 
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Introduction to Commedia dell’Arte 
by THL Sophia the Orange and THL Manus MacDhai 

 

Welcome to the world of Commedia dell’ Arte!  In this article, we will discuss a brief history of Commedia, the 

structure of a commedia play, and what commedia activities are going on now in the SCA!  This article is meant to 

give you a taste of Commedia - just enough to encourage further reading and study! 

History 

 There is no exact start date for Commedia dell’ Arte.  It is a style of play production that was very popular 

in the late 1500’s and 1600’s particularly in the Italian cities and France.  (Not so much in England.)  Commedia 

influenced theater all over Europe continuing until even today. 

Commedia dell’ Arte was improvised.  Instead of a script, the actors would use an outline of a story, or a 

“scenario”, off of which they would improvise scenes.  A troupe of actors would develop pieces of business, or 

“lazzi”, that they could repeat in many plays.  Each actor would get very good at their one particular character and 

play that character consistently. 

 Commedia used stock characters that were used repeatedly and mixed and matched in each play.  Actors 

used consistent costumes and masks to identify the character.  For example, Pantalone, the old merchant, always 

wore a red suit and had a half mask with a large hooked nose.  The characters were so integrally linked to their 

mask that the characters are often referred to as “masks.”  Also, the relationships between the characters would 

change from play to play.  Sometimes Isabella would be Pantalone’s wife, but in the next play she would be his 

daughter.  A list of the stock characters and their trademark characteristics is included at the end of this article. 

Commedia was often seen in the markets and streets, but this was a time when theater was becoming legiti-

mized and patrons would adopt troupes, or the troupes would become so successful they would own theaters out 

of which they’d work consistently.  In markets, commedia would often be linked with mountebanks who would sell 

snake oil, love potions, and other wares from a platform.  Commedia actors would attract an audience that the 

mountebank would then sell to. 

This was also the first time women were seen on the stage.  Being so new and taboo-breaking, the women 

attracted a lot of attention.  They also never wore masks so as to not hide their beautiful faces.   

Most often, a commedia play was set on a street with the houses of the main families on the left and right 

and a street running upstage from center.   

This was a time when people were beginning to make careers out of being actors.  “Arte” means 

“profession” and so alludes to the idea that this was the first time people were able to make a respectable living 

with a life in the theater.  The leader of a troupe was called the Capocomico, and was often the actor that played 

Pantalone.  Examples of historic troupes include:  i Gelosi, i Confidenti, and i Accesi.  Documentation is limited, 

especially for the SCA period.  The first book we have that can be considered primary documentation is the collec-

tion of scenari published by Flaminio Scala in 1611.  There are also a number of surviving woodcuts and paintings.  

Other than that, we mostly have secondary sources that discuss what commedia was like in the context of theater 

history. 

The SCA is seeing a blossoming of commedia activity this year.  At Pennsic, there were four separate 

troupes performing at the Pennsic Performing Arts Pavillion where normally we would only see two.  There were 

also three different teaching teams covering commedia at Pennsic University where normally we would only see 

one if we were lucky.  The kids at Pennsic are also getting into it by putting on their own commedia play called i 

Giovani. For a long time, the only SCA commedia troupes I (Sophie) was aware of were i Sebastiani from Boston, 

i Genisii from Pittsburgh, The Golden Stags from California, and the troupe I built back in the Midrealm, i Scan-

dali.  This year, a new troupe called Gli Zelanti has sprouted up in Maryland, so watch out for them and go see 

their performances!  Last, but certainly not least, is the new troupe we’re building here in Windmasters’ Hill!  

We’re calling it i Firenzi and we’re focusing on Florence in the period of 1560 – 1580.  The door is wide open to 

anyone who wants to come learn about commedia and play with us!  We already have our first show cast, but we 

can always use understudies and people who are interested in the next play to join us at rehearsals. 

Commedia dell’ Arte is a style of performance that is extremely flexible and entertaining.  A commedia 

play can be produced in just a day or one can take months of rehearsing to flesh it out.  Commedia can also appeal 

to a huge variety of audiences from children and families to the most baudy of crowds.  We hope that the 

people of Windmasters’ Hill will enjoy this new style of entertainment and enjoy learning another piece of 

our period’s history.  
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Characters 
 Masked Characters 

 Vecchi (old men) 

 Pantalone 

 Mask: long hooked nose, often with prominent nose hair 

 Wears red tight fitting tunic and hose, a red or black robe and a red hat. 

 Head of household.  Dottore’s friend/rival/neighbor. 

 Generally, Pantalone is a merchant and money is everything to him.  How to make it and 

how to keep it; greedy and miserly.  Works on the philosophy that everything has its price 

and can be bought or sold.  Won’t part with money unless absolutely necessary.   

 He also is lecherous but impotent.  He is often portrayed with codpiece that is floppy. 

 Dottore 

 Mask: black, covering forehead and nose only, with big eyebrows. 

 Wears all black: robe, pants, hat or skullcap.  Often carries a pair of gloves. 

 Head of another household.  Dottore is the neighbor/friend/rival of Pantalone. 

 Dottore is very learned and will talk a lot but say little that makes sense.  He loves to pontif-

icate, quoting classical sources but generally out of context.  He is often a lawyer but may be 

a physician  or government functionary.  

 Zanni (male servants) 

 Arlecchino 

 Mask: short upturned nose; red carbuncle or wart on the forehead 

 Wears a tunic sewn over with patches of random shape and color.  He also often carries a 

baton or slapstick. 

 Often a servant to one of Vecchi but might  instead be with Capitano or one of the lovers. 

 Dim-witted, always hungry, frequently makes mistakes but not out of malice.  Generally 

good natured.  Primary focus of physical humor and acrobatics.  He falls, trips, juggles 

things, gets hit/kicked/beaten.  

 He is quick physically but not mentally. 

 Brighella 

 Mask:  Traditionally painted olive green with a half-mocking/half-menacing expression.  

 Wears white tunic and pants with green stripes. Also may carry a slapstick. 

 Smart, scheming, conniving, arrogant in private but slick and smooth when it gets him what 

he wants.  A con man.  He is not a nice guy and will stab you in the back (literally and/or 

figuratively), unless it serves his interest not to.  

 Capitano 

 Mask: The most prominent feature is the long, often unambiguously phallic nose. 

 Usually dressed in some aspect of military uniform and carries a big sword.   

 Always from someplace else (not a local in the town where the scenario occurs); often Spain. 

 He is a braggart, a coward, and lecherous; he thinks he is God’s gift to women and the women DO 

find him attractive. 

 Unmasked Characters 

 Inamorati (Lovers) 

 One or more pairs of lovers are at the center of every scenario plot.   

 Neither wears a mask.   

 Their dress would be fashionable.   

 They are consumed by love and think of little else.   

 Men usually have names like Orazio, Flavio, or Silvio.  Women are Isabella, Flamminia, Vittoria. 

 Servetta (female servant) 

 Usually wears an apron and is carrying a basket. 

 Usually lady’s maid to the female inamorata (lover character) 

 She is more knowledgeable in the “ways of the world” than her mistress is. Lusty and earthy. 

 The name of the character is often Franceschina or Colombina. 
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 Other characters 

 Second Donna: another female character, sometimes a courtesan or fortune teller or the like. 

 Pedrolino: a variant of zanni; a trustworthy servant who wears whiteface instead of a mask and a tunic with 

sleeves that are way too long..  He is sometimes played as a mute. 

 

 

 

C o n t a c t  I n f o :  

THL Sophia the Orange (Lara Coutinho-Dean)  email: Orange@indy.net 

       blog: http://orangeupdate.blogspot.com  

 

THL Manus MacDhai (Scott Dean)   email: scott_dean@mindspring.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Four Commedia dell’Arte Figures. Pen and black ink, grey and red wash , Claude Gillot, early XVIII century  
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Greetings to those who read these words, 
 
First, we would like to express our thanks for all the help we received before and during Pennsic. While the 

war did not go the way we would have wished, the Barony performed well. Windmasters’ Hill did them-

selves proud on the field, in service positions, and at the arts & science displays. 

 

We are looking forward to multiple events in the Barony this Fall. 

 

Please support Nimemefeld with your presence at Midnight at the Oasis which is always a great event. With 

the site close to the geographic middle of the Barony, this event is an easy day trip for most of the Barony. 

For those wanting to camp, the weather is normally temperate enough to make that easy. Please consider 

attending, if your schedule allows it. If you are not able to attend this event we will also be hosting Crown 

Tournament this fall, at the same location. 

 

We will have a baronial camp at War of the Wings. You can expect to see information about it come across 

the Keep in the next few weeks.  

 

We look forward to seeing you at these Baronial events, in camp at War of the Wings, and around the fire 

as we toast to friends and shared adventures. 

 

Adriana & Callixtus 
Baroness & Baron of Windmasters' Hill 
 

 
 
A Note from the Baron: 
Having been in the Society for a while now, it is sometimes hard to imagine how it was when I first start-
ed.  We sometimes forget all the magical things we saw when we were new to the SCA. Pavilions were 
rare, and a field full of them created a sense of awe. 
 
Fighting in melees of more than ten people made us dream of what it must have been like at Towton, and 
sitting around a campfire hearing newly written songs that in our imagination were older than time it-
self added to the enchanting nature of an event. 
 
So for those that are new to this journey, welcome, and know that you will have many magical moments 
to come. For those of us that have been doing this for a while, we should learn from the newer and/or 
younger members how lucky we are. Not everyone has yet fought for their lord or lady, been in service to 
a crown, or seen the multitude of inspiring moments we have. Everyone should take some time and think 
about what they wish to see in the SCA and how they can make that come true. We are the ones that cre-
ated these special moments and shared memories, which I think makes them very dear. 
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K i n g d o m   

C a l e n d a r  o f  E v e n t s  

September 2012 

1 Marinus Silver Anniversary Marinus Virginia Beach, VA 

7-9 Southern Atlantian Archery Day VI  Crois Brigte Booneville NC, NC 

8 Silver Chalice XX Hidden Mountain Florence, SC 

8 Autumn in the Park Caer Mear Chesterfield, VA 

14-16 Battle on the Bay - Storvik/Lochmere Storvik Upper Marlboro, MD 

14-16 Southern War Practice Ritterwald New Ellenton, SC 

15 Fall University Caer Gelynniog Mineral, VA 

21-23 Midnight at the Oasis 4 (Q) Nimenefeld Apex, NC 

Can-

celled 

A Grand Parade and Tournament of 

Causes 

Tir-y-Don VA 

29 Battles of Britain Yarnvid Amelia, VA 

October 2012 

5-7 Coronation of Vladimir and Kalisa 

(R,H) 

Tir-y-Don Jamaica, VA 

10-14 War of the Wings VII (R) Sacred Stone Booneville, NC 

20 Chalice of the Sun God IX (R) Ponte Alto Leesburg, VA 

26-28 All Hallow's XXXII Berley Cort Sedley, VA 

27 T'N'T 13 J Bright Hills Westminster, MD 

27 Machiavellian Games- The Roman 

Catacombs 

Border Vale Keep Augusta, GA 

http://acorn.atlantia.sca.org/event_flyer.php?event_id=600e68d4
http://acorn.atlantia.sca.org/event_flyer.php?event_id=77658a31
http://acorn.atlantia.sca.org/event_flyer.php?event_id=b6b239fb
http://acorn.atlantia.sca.org/event_info.php?event_id=8a3239fe
http://acorn.atlantia.sca.org/event_flyer.php?event_id=8bad6bf4
http://acorn.atlantia.sca.org/event_flyer.php?event_id=ab4f7aaf
http://acorn.atlantia.sca.org/event_flyer.php?event_id=13bab06c
http://acorn.atlantia.sca.org/event_flyer.php?event_id=5fcb01ea
http://acorn.atlantia.sca.org/event_info.php?event_id=20c4d4e8
http://acorn.atlantia.sca.org/event_info.php?event_id=20c4d4e8
http://acorn.atlantia.sca.org/event_flyer.php?event_id=1f39271c
http://acorn.atlantia.sca.org/event_flyer.php?event_id=6a13f4f2
http://acorn.atlantia.sca.org/event_flyer.php?event_id=02b56f98
http://acorn.atlantia.sca.org/event_flyer.php?event_id=a0901159
http://acorn.atlantia.sca.org/event_flyer.php?event_id=16540d44
http://acorn.atlantia.sca.org/event_flyer.php?event_id=8ab75123
http://acorn.atlantia.sca.org/event_info.php?event_id=8a558b6b
http://acorn.atlantia.sca.org/event_info.php?event_id=8a558b6b
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Baronial Schedule - August 2012 

sun mon tue wed thu fri sat 

26 
Attilium Fighter 
Practice 
 
E’gast Rapier 
practice 

27 
K’berg Canton Mtg 
 
N’feld Archery 
Practice 
 
Northern Archery 
Practice 

28 
K’berg Armored 
Practice 
 
Bucks Meeting 
 

29 
N’feld Fighter 
Practice 
 
 

30 
Rapier Practice, 
Bucks & K’berg. 
 
E’gast Potluck 
 
Attilium A&S 
 
N’feld Mtg 

31 
 

1 

2 
Attilium Fighter 
Practice 
 
E’gast Rapier 
practice 
 
 
 

3 
K’berg Canton Mtg 
 
N’feld Archery 
Practice 
 
Northern Archery 
Practice 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 
N’feld Fighter 
Practice 

6 
Rapier Practice, 
Bucks & K’berg 
 
E’gast A&S 
 
Attilium Social 
 
 

7 
 

8 

9 
Attilium Fighter 
Practice 
E’gast Rapier 
practice 
 
 
 

10 
K’berg Canton Mtg 
 
N’feld Archery 
Practice 
 
Northern Archery 
Practice 

11 
K’berg Armored 
Practice 
 
Bucks Mtg 
 
 

12 
N’feld Fighter 
Practice 
 
 

13 
Rapier Practice, 
Bucks & K’berg 
 
E’gast  Business 
 
Attilium Business 
 
N’feld Mtg 

14 
 

15 

16 
BARONIAL 
MEETING W/ 
Fighter Practice 
A&S 

 
 
 

17 
K’berg Canton Mtg 
 
N’feld Archery 
Practice 
 
Northern Archery 
Practice 

18 
 
 
 
 
 

19 
N’feld Fighter 
Practice 

20 
Rapier Practice, 
Bucks & K’berg 
 
E’gast A&S 
 
Attilium Social 
 
 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
Attilium Fighter 
Practice 
E’gast Rapier 
practice 
 
30 
String Thing 

24 
K’berg Canton Mtg 
 
N’feld Archery 
Practice 
 
Northern Archery 
Practice 

25 
K’berg Armored 
Practice 
 
Bucks Mtg 
 

26 
N’feld Fighter 
Practice 
 
 

27 
Rapier Practice, 
Bucks & K’berg. 
 
E’gast Business 
 
Attilium A&S 
 
N’feld Mtg 

28 
 

29 

As always, watch for announcements regarding schedule changes. 
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Y o u r  B a r o n y  

 Baron 
Callixtus Gill  

(Scott Callicutt) 

baron@windmastershill.org 

7216 Ray Road, Raleigh NC 27613 

Phone:  919-844-4423 M-F, 5:30—

10:00PM 

Chancellor Minor 
VACANT 

Canton Information 

Baroness 
Adriana la Bretonne 

(Drea Callicutt) 

baroness@windmastershill.org 

7216 Ray Road, Raleigh NC 27613 

Phone:  919-844-4423 M-F, 5:30—

10:00PM 

Quartermaster 
Ulfr Raudfeldarson 

(Craig Mozingo) 

redtiggrr88@yahoo.com 

Canton of Attilium 
Seneschal: Lord Adelric Faulke 

(Darrell Newman) 

d_j_newman@yahoo.com 

http://groups.google.com/group/attilium 

Seneschal 
Lord Gaelan mac Cuinnegain 

(Jeremiah Edwards) 

seneschal@windmastershill.org 

Archery Marshal 
Manus MacDhai 

(Scott Dean) 

1315 Castalia Drive 

Cary, NC 27513 

Canton of Buckston-on-Eno 
Seneschal: Tessa de Spina 

(Jan Harris) 

919-309-9059 (H) 

http://buckston.atlantia.sca.org 

Exchequer 

Tréphine la Broderesse  
(Vicki Lamb) 
trephina@gmail.com or  
Exchequer@windmastershill.org 

919-672-8766 before 10pm.  

Rapier Marshal 
Adelric Faulke 

(Darrell Newman) 

308 Timber Ridge Drive 

Raeford, NC 28376 

d_j_newman@yahoo.com 

Canton of Elvegast 
Seneschal: Dýrrfina Freviðardòttir 

(Stephanie Taylor) 

aine0021@gmail.com 

http://Elvegast.atlantia.sca.org 

Chatelaine  
Sajah bint-Habushun ibn-Ishandiyar al-

Hajjaji   

(Kit Wellner) 

hippopotamama@hotmail.com 

(919) 661-6541 (DNC 10 p.m.-8 a.m.) 

Minister of Arts & Sciences 
Sunneva de Cleia 

(Jennifer Townes) 

Jenyanydots@gmail.com 

Canton of Kappellenberg 
Seneschal:  Wistric Oftun 

(Owen Townes) 

http://kappellenberg.atlantia.sca.org 

Herald 
Domenico Barbiere da Mantova 

(Sean Sorrentino) 

 

sean@seansorrentino.com 

Minister of the Lists 
Lady Roana verch Cadugan ap Reis  
(Jennifer Houchins) 

 
roana.verchcadugan@gmail.com 

Canton of Nimenefeld 
Seneschal: Baron Steafan O’Reilly 

(Steve Riley) 

910-574-5499 

http://Nimenefeld.windmastershill.org 

Knight Marshal 
Baron Rufus Barbarossa 

(Mark Burnette) 

mark.burnett@mindspring.com 

Chronicler 
Jdeke von Kolberg 

(Robin Leguillow) 

LadyJdeke@gmail.com 

919-737-5304 before 9pm 

  

Warlord 
VACANT 

Webminister 
Nikulai Ivanovich 

(Neal Atlow) 

 

Webminister@windmastershill.org 

  

Chirurgeon 
VACANT 

  Please contact the Chronicler if any 

changes are needed for this page. 

mailto:baron@windmastershill.org
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mailto:redtiggrr88@yahoo.com
mailto:d_j_newman@yahoo.com
http://groups.google.com/group/attilium
mailto:seneschal@windmastershill.org
http://buckston.atlantia.sca.org
mailto:trephina@gmail.com
mailto:Exchequer@windmastershill.org
mailto:d_j_newman@yahoo.com
mailto:Elvegast@windmastershill.org
mailto:hippopotamama@hotmail.com
mailto:Jenyanydots@gmail.com
http://kappellenberg.atlantia.sca.org
mailto:sean@seansorrentino.com
mailto:roana.verchcadugan@gmail.com
http://nimenfeld.windmastershill.org
mailto:mark.burnett@mindspring.com
mailto:Jdekevoncolburg@gmail.com
mailto:Webminister@windmastershill.org
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This is The Windlore, a publication of the Barony of Windmasters’ Hill of the Society for Creative Anachronism, 

Inc. The Windlore is available free of charge at the website www.windmastershill.org. This newsletter is not a cor-

porate publication of the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc., and does not delineate SCA policies. Copyright 

2012, Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. For information on reprinting letters and artwork from this publica-

tion, please contact the Chronicler, who will assist you in contacting the original creator of the piece. Please respect 

the legal rights of our contributors. 

 

Anyone can contribute!  Poetry, articles, recipes, directions for crafts, book reviews—you 

got it—we want it! 

Chronicler:  Jdeke von Kolberg (Robin Leguillow) 

Phone:  919-737-5304 before 9pm 

eMail: LadyJdeke@gmail.com 

           Photographs taken by Ursus, used by          

           permission. 

           Photographs taken by Tannis of  

            Tir-y-Don, used by permission. 

Unmarked photographs on page 3 from Baroness Adriana’s cellphone, used by permission 


